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This advice was undoubtedly the best which could be given
at the time. As long as the whole of Northern
S'thfCom- India was in the hands of a powerful Sovereign, it
pany           was better that a body of traders should be able to

show that they trusted implicitly to his protection. With that
protection they were unable to dispense, as it would be hopeless
for a handful of foreigners to attempt to maintain themselves
in a corner of the empire by force of arms. The time when
anarchy and weakness made a different course advisable had
not yet arrived.

In the same spirit, the Ambassador pointed out that his
own mission was altogether a mistake. What was needed was
a native resident who would represent their wishes in the
same way as the wishes of any other body of traders might
be brought before the Emperor. The authority with which a
representative of the King of England was obliged to speak
only made it more difficult to obtain privileges for those who,
after all, were only merchants exercising their avocation on
sufferance.l

This extension of their trade did not, however, compensate
the Company for the loss of their commerce with the Spice
i6ii> Islands, of which they had been deprived by the en-
The            croachments of the Dutch. It was in 1611 that the

disStSfied English East India Company first laid its complaints
bsfonhe before the Government. Their Dutch rivals had
spice trade. taken possession of all the posts which were most ad-
vantageous for trade, and their armed vessels and the fortifica-
tions which they had erected were sufficiently powerful to keep
the English at a distance. Salisbury immediately forwarded to
Winwood the complaint which had been laid before him, and
directed him to lay it before the States-General.2 The reply
of the States was conciliatory, and promises were made that
orders should be sent out to the Dutch merchants to desist
from their proceedings. This was very well as fa: AS it went;
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